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Medicaid Statistical 
Information System 

(MSIS)(MSIS)
• REQUIRED STATE REPORTING SINCE 

1999
• PRIMARY FEDERAL SOURCE OF 

MEDICAID PROGRAM INFORMATION
• QUARTERLY TAPE SUBMITTALS FOR Q

ENROLLMENT AND CLAIMS
• 1000+ FILES AND 3 BILLION CLAIMS S O C S

RECORDS TO CMS EACH YEAR 



MSIS ISSUESMSIS ISSUES

• DATA CURRENCY
• DATA QUALITYDATA QUALITY
• INFORMATION ACCESS
• CHANGES COMING• CHANGES COMING…



STATE REPORTING CURRENCYSTATE REPORTING CURRENCY

• FY 2006 JUST FINISHING UP
• FY 2007 WAS DUE FEBRUARY 2008
• ABOUT HALF STATES WITH 2007 FILES• ABOUT HALF STATES WITH 2007 FILES 

OUTSTANDING
• MAKING PROGRESS, BUT DEMAND FOR 

CURRENT DATA IS GROWINGCURRENT DATA IS GROWING
– NEW ADMINISTRATION COMING
– PERCEPTION THAT MMIS IS NOT COST-

EFFECTIVE



DATA QUALITYDATA QUALITY

• PROCESS INVOLVES:
– CMS – FILE EDITS
– MATHEMATICA POLICY RESEARCH – FILE 

CONTENT ANALYSIS
• COMMON ISSUESCOMMON ISSUES

– MISSING POPULATIONS OR CLAIMS
– MIS-ALIGNED IDENTIFIERS
– AGING CROSSWALKS
– STATE STAFF TURNOVER



MSIS DATA ACCESSMSIS DATA ACCESS

• PHASED-IN PLANS FOR DATA ACCESS 
DEVELOPMENT
– SUMMARY STATISTICAL MART ON 

WEB
– DRUG SUMMARY MART ON WEB
– PERSON SUMMARY MARTS LOADEDPERSON SUMMARY MARTS LOADED 
– FUTURE MARTS FOR CLAIMS….



STATE SUMMARY MARTSTATE SUMMARY MART

• HIGH LEVEL STATISTICS IN COGNOS 
POWERPLAY TOOL

• DRAG’N’DROP TABLE CREATION
• PRE-AGGREGATED / NO PRIVACY ISSUES
• 8 MEASURES BY 15 DIMENSIONS
• MONTHLY (ENROLLMENT) AND QUARTERLY 

STATISTICSSTATISTICS
• AVAILABLE FOR 2002 THROUGH 2006



STATE SUMMARY WEBSTATE SUMMARY WEB

• AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC USING A WEB 
BROWSER
– http://msis cms hhs gov/http://msis.cms.hhs.gov/

• TO GET ACCESS OR TECHNICAL SUPPORT:
– CONTACT CMS THROUGH:

• Msis@cms.hhs.gov
• BILL HOLLAND – 410-786-6443
• SEE WEB INTRO PAGE FORSEE WEB INTRO PAGE FOR 

DOCUMENTATION , USER GUIDE AND 
TIPS





ANNUAL PERSON SUMMARYANNUAL PERSON SUMMARY 

• PERSON-BASED DATABASE / PRIVACY 
ISSUES

• UTILIZATION SUMMARIZED TO 
PERSON-LEVEL 

• ADDS SPECIFIC CLINICAL CONDITION 
INDICATORS AND LOCAL (COUNTY) 
AREASAREAS

• LARGE DATABASE WITH SLOWER 
RESPONSE TIMERESPONSE TIME



MSIS CHANGES COMINGMSIS CHANGES COMING

• WE’VE MINIMIZED CHANGE SINCE 1999
• NEED TO ADD FIELDS AND CHANGENEED TO ADD FIELDS AND CHANGE 

RECORD LAYOUT IN FEBRUARY 2009
• PRIVACY/ENCRYPTION PROCESSPRIVACY/ENCRYPTION PROCESS
• MOVING TO ELECTRONIC FILE 

TRANSFERTRANSFER 



RECORD LAYOUT CHANGERECORD LAYOUT CHANGE

• EFFECTIVE FOR FILES SUBMITTED AFTER FEB 
15, 2009
ELIGIBILITY RECORD DOES NOT CHANGE• ELIGIBILITY RECORD DOES NOT CHANGE

• EXPAND CLAIMS RECORD LAYOUTS
– ADD LENGTH FOR ICD-10ADD LENGTH FOR ICD 10
– ADD ICN

• SMD LETTER ON SPECS - 08/09/2007
• CONTACT RON NORTH (410-786-5651) FOR 

DETAILS



SECURITY/PRIVACYSECURITY/PRIVACY

• CMS AND STATES BOTH DEALING WITH A 
NEW EMPHASIS ON SECURITY

• CMS NO LONGER SENDS OUT PERSONAL 
DATA WITHOUT ENCRYPTION
SOME STATES ARE ALSO FACED WITH• SOME STATES ARE ALSO FACED WITH 
PRIVACY RESTRICTIONS

• WE NOW HAVE A MAIN FRAME ENCRYPTIONWE NOW HAVE A MAIN FRAME ENCRYPTION 
PROCESS IN PLACE (PKWare SecureZip) WHICH 
IS A FREE PRODUCT FOR STATE USE



TAPETAPE
• TAPE MEDIA AND DRIVES ARE BECOMING A 

PROBLEM AS STATES MOVE TO MID-TIER 
ENVIRONMENTS

• MANY BENEFITS TO ELECTRONIC FILE 
EXCHANGE 

FASTER FILE TURNAROUND– FASTER FILE TURNAROUND
– ELIMINATE DEPENDENCE ON TAPE 

MEDIA…..
O O G O S A S O• NOW WORKING WITH PILOT STATES TO 

IMPLEMENT GENTRAN (OR 
CONNECT:DIRECT) FILE TRANSFERS



SOSO……..

• MSIS QUALITY AND TIMELINESS IS CRITICAL 
TO MEDICAID PROGRAM

• CHANGES COMING IN FEBRUARY 2009 TO 
CLAIMS FILES LAYOUT
PRIVACY/ENCRYPTION IS AVAILABLE• PRIVACY/ENCRYPTION IS AVAILABLE

• EFT IS COMING
• WE NEED TO CONTINUE OUR RELATIONSHIP• WE NEED TO CONTINUE OUR RELATIONSHIP 

WITH STATES TO KEEP THIS PROCESS VIABLE


